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The concept of a vital force or subtle energy, which is central to virtually all indigenous medical systems, presupposes that there is a subtle organizing biofield that is the quintessence of life, which extends from within the human body into the surrounding space and entangles each person with one another, the biosphere, and even the cosmos.  Although the vital force was banned from conventional biology long ago, it is being revisited by frontier scientists who are building a scientific foundation for energy medicine.  This growing area of complementary medicine includes a vast range of treatments including laying-on-of-hands by energy healers, the many types of energy psychology, and a variety of signals emitted from various therapeutic devices that purportedly deliver extremely low level energy-with-information.  
 
What are some of the latest concepts of the biofield?  What scientific techniques have been used to elucidate it?   Beverly will discuss a few of the methods that she has used over the years, along with some results from her recent NIH-funded studies.  These methods include the Gas Discharge Visualization camera from Russia; electrical conductivity measurements of the acupuncture points, and biofield influences on microbial culture growth.   The advantages and shortcomings of these methods will also be discussed, as well as prospects for the future.    

